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interpretations of the geographic facts that provide a background 
for the study of some of the critical probleme that arise in rele- 
tion to specific areas of the vorld. In these instances, useful 
aditionsl facts and points of view oan contribute to the fuller 
waderatanding of developing situations. 


Sefore authorizing the initiation of this category of 
palioctios, X feel it is necessary to have your concurrence. A 

distribution liet for approximately 100 copies is being compiled. 
Resipionts will be primarily within the intelligence cowmmnity with 
@ few exceptions such ae the Arny Map Service. 


kh. The format selected permite the placement of a brief text 
in close association with a map. It alec will allow move latitude 
for the inclusion of maps of dimensions in excess of normal page 


§. Your early response will be appreciated since the enclosed 
iswue is ready for distribution. 
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Tareel's seizure of the Sinat Peninsula, in conjunction with British and 
French military action against Egypt, raises the question of new frontiers in 
Sinai. In the United Nations on 2 November 1956, the British referred to the 
Ssrael-Egypt Armistice Line as being inadequate, and it may be inferred that « 
new boundary line is perhaps under consideration. Fal 


Sinei is lergely a barren, rocky wasteland. ‘me rugged terrain of the south, 
with elevations over 8,000 feet, becomes (less lower towards the north, finally 
epening out into relatively flat sandman: country of the Mediterranean coastal 
plain. Groundewater resources are poor throughout the peninsula. The northern 
two-thirds is nearly waterless, receiving about 3 inches of rainfall per year; in 
the south, outwash fran the higher elevations produces only a few areas in which 
brackish water is available. dSinaf is a harsh lend, ideal as a buffer zones. 


The indications are thet Tersael will bargain strongly for a boundary that rune 
on 6 line from Al'Arish on the Mediterranean southward to the tip of Sinai on the 
Red Gea, thus incorporating the eastern half of the peninaule within Israel. 

Xernel would prefer to leave western Sinai not to Egypt but to the United Nations 
as 4 danilitarised neutral sone separating her from Egypt. Such an arrangement 
ei paca two cardinal points of British foreign policy that reach far back 
in history: 


i. To keep western Sinai as a wasteland buffer protecting 
the Suez Canal 


2. To keep the Gulf of Aqaba fram falling into unfriendly 
hands that might threaten the water route to India 


There have been many indications of Israel's desive to expand into Sinai. 
For instance, at the time of the Gaza incidents in early 1955, Ben Gurion taunted 
Nasr with the statement that Israel would populate land with people capable of 
cultivating wasteland, meaning Sinai. Both men kmew that the Egyptian shuns the 
desert but thet the Israeli does not. A legs well known manifestetion of the 
Teyaeli intention ig contained in the juridical interpretation of the Armistice “6 

ts by Shabtal Rosenne who, in 1951, was the Legal Advisor to the Israeli << ~~ * 

Ministry for Foreign Affairs. On the bagia of paragraph 2, Article V of the 
Terael-Egypt Armistice Agreement he concluded that: 


1. Whereas all. other armistice lines of Israel were the 
equivalent of international frontiers, that with Egypt 
was not. 


@. Paragraph 2, Article V, having emphasized that the 
Tereel-Egypt Arnis baat Line was not to be construed as 
@ political boundary, would not prevent either party 
from “raising in the future any arguments it likes 
regar@ing the final delimitation of the frontier." 


Shebtai Regenne's views are important not becauge Terael has now chosen to revise 
her frontier in Sinai but rather because they singled out the Egyptian frontier 
one legal basia as the place to strike. 


The presént situation in Sinai bears a close resemblence to certain historical 
events. Most maps printed before 1892 showed the frontier begi at Al'Arish. 
Tm ike, Britain's Cromer modified Egypt's frontiers arbitre . = aia not 
qibapaian  & dermal beundery but instead confined himself to eliminating Termige 

A, org ished his inte tation of the boundary a8 D8 55 
ete ts ind Riis Suaies Sere 
ieley Sites  aavented to nor rejected Lord Cromer's vailatera) 
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In 1906, Turkey claimed that the boundary ran fran Al'Arish to Suez to the 
Gulf of Aqaba. In passing, it should be noted how closely these lines enclose the 
ares of recent Israeli xilitary operation in Sinai. By 1906, even British car- 
tographers showed the Al'Arish-Suer-Aqaba line as the boundary. Cromer, however, 
wan obstinate, and the Turks proposed a compromise line running from AL‘Arfah to 
the southern tip of Sinai. Cromer, s practical historical geographer, realized 
that the Turkigh solution would leave the Gulf of Aqaba as a closed Turkish Ses. 
ond. a6 a standing menace to the trade route eastward. As if to echo bis statement, 
the Egyptians did become a menace when the Israeli tried to use the Guif of Aqaba 
outlet to the Red Bea. 


Croner's views prevailed and the northern end of the frontier vas shifted 
eastward towards Rafah on the Mediterranean coast. ‘The southern terminus was at 
the head of the Gulf of Agaba. Cromer backed up his argument by rightly claiming 
that boundary pillars had been at Rafah for mmny yeare during the Middle Ages. 

The boundary between Egypt and Palestine, littie changed in 1954, had as ita basis 
this boundary which Lord Cromer imposed on the Turks in 1906. $949 


The Zionists were and are keenly interested in Sinai. In 1902, Herzl, founder 
ef the organization, approached Joseph Chamberlin, then British Colonial Secretary, 
and proposed to him that a charter be granted to the Zionist Organization to colo- 
nize Al'Arish territory, which was apparently defined as all of Sinai. Cromer 
ultimately rejected the AL'Ariah scheme on the basis that Nile water could not be 
spared for irrigation, but a more cogent reason for the rejection that Sinai 
as a darren desert would provide better protection for Eritish-held “than ~ 
it would if its northern coastal plain were populated by farmers. Throughout its 
history Zioniem hag never forgotten Al'Ariah. 
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